GREEN BUILDINGS GAIN GROUND

India is well positioned to emerge as one of the world leaders in green buildings

Dr Prem Jain

The Green Building Move-
ment in India spearheaded
by The Indian Green Build-
ing Council (IGBC) is a part
of Cil - Sohrabji Godrej
Green Business Center. The
council was formed in 2001
with 31 members to usher a
green building revolution in
India and to facilitate India
to emerge as one of the
world's leaders in green
buildings by 2010.

The appearance of a
green building is similar to
that of other buildings; how-
ever the difference is in the
approach, which revolves
around a concern for ex-
tending the life span of natu-
ral resources and providing
human comfort, safety and
productivity. Today many
people are attracted towards
green buildings because
they consume at least 40 - 50

% less energy and about 20- | ly features already consid-
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comes at an incremental cost | nitely appear small if the
of about 5 - 8 % which gets |
paid back in about 3 - 5 |
years time. Over and above
this, working in an envi-
ronment with access
to daylight is a
soothing effect on
the mind as the
productivity of
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This kind of
approach is
extremely re-
- vealing as
who knows if
buildings

would last for
a span of 50,
60 or 100
years. Over its

life cycle, the op-
erating cost would
work out to 80 - 85%
while the incremental
cost which is a one-time cost

is only about
8 - 10 %. Despite this there is
definitely a market potential
for green buildings, as today
a lot of stake holders are de-
manding green buildings
from consultants and archi-
tedts.

This has definitely result-
ed in an increased demand
for green building materials
and products. Many new
materials and services have
been introduced as a result

of this movement such as :

high performance glass, wall
and roof insulation, low VOC
pain, eco - friendly chemi-
cals, waterless urinals, CO2
sensors etc. Today the mar-
ket potential for green build-
ing material and equipment
is estimated to touch about
Rs. 15,000 crores by 2010.
And as mentioned before
there is a gradual change in
the mindsets of stakehold-
ers. Earlier, there was a gen-

eral perception that materi-
als with recycled content
were inferior in quality,
however this view is now
gradually changing. And
now with time the cost of
green building material and
equipment too is slowly
showing a decreasing trend.
For instance, waterless uri-
nals, which would cost
around Rs. 14,000 in 2001
are today available at Rs:
6000. The costs of many oth-

er materials are also likely to
show a decreasing trend as
the movement accelerates.
Thus with the growing
awareness on green build-
ings, the movement is well
ﬁoised to reach greater
eights. And as more green
building activities are being
initiated to further green the
movement, the country is
well positioned to emerge as
one of the world leaders in
green buildings.
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