India to have first ¢ gree

Vishakha Talreja
NEW DELHI

FOR the new-age green consumer and
those who believein sustainable tourism here

isagood news. Aftereco-friendly hotels, India
will have it's first green hotel — The Park Ho-
tel in Hyderabad. ;

‘The investment in this 280-room hotel,
scheduled to start operations by mid-2009,
will be around Rs 350 crore, 15% higher than
a regular hotel. And it might not be a good
idea forsmokerstobookaroom in the hotelas
90% of it's area willbe non-smoking.

Another Park Hotel property lined up mo

Pune, for which the group recently ac
90,000 sq ft, will also be built on the lines of
green buildings. “For the Hyderabad property,

v& will be seeking US Green
“Building Council’s (USGBC) cer-
tification. We will be targeting at

least LEED (Leadership in Ener- [

gy and Environment Design)

goldrating for this hotel. Howey- ©

er, forthe Piine project we will be
only going for a LEED certificate
and not gold or a platinum rat-
ing,” says Deepak Bali, V-E, proj-
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ccts, The Park. There will be des- 5

ignated smoking lounges in the
propertyand more than 90% of
/ space will be non-
), there will be sep:
andling systems for
smoking and non-smoking ar-
eas, Explaining the diﬂeren&i-
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= between raungs, founder of
Spectral Consultancy Services,

‘ismarginally saved. in platinum
rated buildings energy, is saved
till the lastdrop:™ {
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with ECOTEL certification ¢

# usingrecycled materials, where-
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. | ingenergy. “Though the initial

cost of construction is almost
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8] an engineering consultancy,
#| Prem C Jain, says, “While ata ¢
green certified building, energy

as Lotus Suites in Mumbai and :
Uppal’s OrchidinNew Delhi. An
eco-friendly hotelis constructed ¢

h:_gberforagreen-‘hotel. we willb
over that through efficiency in ¢
A green hotel saves 34.7% of thee
addedBali.
ccording to Spectral meultanq
ices, The Oberoi Group also has two
el projects in the pipeline—in Hydc
| Goa. However, an e-mail query s
hotel remained unansxmred India
buildingsand around 170are regi
Indian Green Building Council (1
LEED certification Though an
available, globally there are ve
ed green hotels such as San Frar
bdsedio:mhard Garden Hotel But accor¢

green hotels worldwide in the nextiwo
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